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EDITORIAL, 
THE JOINT COUNCIL O F  THE B.R.C.S. AND 
THE ORDER OF ST. JOHN O F  JERUSALEM. 

It will be remember4 that on the Qutbrealc 
of war in 1914 there were two corporations 
authorized to engage in relief work among 
the sick and wounded men of His Majesty's 
Forces, namely, the British Red Cross Society 
and the Order of St. John of Jerusalem. 

I n  order to co-ordinate the activities of these 
two bodies, and to avoid waste and overlap 
ping, it was found expedient to " pod ) ' their 
funds and their efforts, and what is known 
as  the Joint War Committee was f m e d ,  with 
a Joint Finance Committee, under which the 
voluntary wodr of relieving tihe suffwings oi 
His Majesty's Forceo hias been carded out 
dulring the last six years. 

Since the Armistice the Joint War Commit- 
tee has been engaged in carrying o n  certain of 
its war departm,ents, including- 

'The care of the sick and wounded men of His 
Majesty's Forces, whether stM on the sick list 
or demobilised, 

Such c a k  as may still be necessae for those 
who have been prisoners of war. 

Assistance to orthopsdic clinics, and cura- 
tive posts for the treatment of pensioners. 

Home service ambulance organization. 
In a statgement setting out these facts Queen 

Alexandra, President of the British Red Cross 
Society, and the Duke of Clonnaught, Grand 
Prior of the Ordeer ob St. John of Jerusalem in 
England, express the view that there are also 
&&- branches of wmk which can usefully be 
undertaken in time of peace by the Order of 
St. John and the British Red Cross Society, 

. 

such ,as.: 
The care af those suffering from tuberculosis, 

having regard in the first place 201 sail0;rs and 
soldiers. whrther they have contracted the 
disease on  active service or not. 

Assistance, financial and otherwise, to the 
Voluntarv Civil Hospitals, in view of the strain 
put upon'these hospitals by the war. 
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Work parties to1 provide the necessary gar- 
ments, &c., for hospitds and health institu- 
tions. 

Child welfare work. 
Assistance where required in all branches of 

nursing, health and welfare wurlr, a n c i l l q  to 
$he Ministry of Health, 

As the Joint War #Committee was created 
only for work in time of war the ~ W Q  corpora- 
tions have now, by a formal agreement, esta- 
blished a Joint Council, cm which both bodies 
have equal representation. This Council posc 
sesses under the old charter of the Ordser of 
St. Joohn, and the extended charter of the 
British Red Cross Society, power to act in all 
matters connected with " the improvement of 
health, the prevention of disease, and the mZi- 
gatioa of suffering throughout the world. ') 

For the branches of work mentioned in the 
first category rhe Juint War Committee will 
continue to  provide the necessary fun&, w h d y  
or in part, but an appeal is  made for money for 
all the other work of the Joint Council, and 
an income a€ jC;~,ooo,ooo per annum is aimed 
at to be distributed in the farm of grants, sup- 
plementary to the individual efforts of the hos- 
pitals, and the other welfare agencies. If t h e  
confidence of trained nurses is  to be  secured 
they must be assured that they will be given 
the pmfessional rewgnition to which t h y  are  
entitled, and that the responsible charge, under 
the m6dJical profession, of. all branches of 
riursing, health and welfare work wli11 be placed 
in their hands. 

This the Joint War Committee omitted to do  
daring the Wbar. 

Any new form of organisation set up where 
the services of professi'onal nursing is indispen- 
sable should be controlled by a special Nursing 
Department, supervised by an  experienced 
Nurse Administrator. This plan is proving of 
great value in connection with the American 
Red Cross, which also hopes to extend its acti- 
vities in the fieltl uf preventive work and civit 
hospitzl relief. 
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